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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome to the Drug Treatment Court of Vancouver (DTCV).  This handbook is designed to 

provide information about the program and what is expected of you as a participant. Any 

questions arising from this book can be directed to your Care Team (counsellor and case 

manager). 

The DTCV provides an alternative to the regular criminal Court process for individuals who 

commit offences to support their drug addiction. Participants in the program undergo Court 

supervised drug addiction treatment at the Drug Court Treatment and Resource Centre (DCTRC) 

for a minimum of fourteen months. 

The goal of the DTCV is for you to achieve and maintain abstinence from drugs.  This is an 

opportunity to completely change your life; your success will be determined by how much work 

and commitment you put into your recovery - we are here to support you through this process. 

The principles honesty, openness, and willingness, “H.O.W.”, are the foundation of recovery.  
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A TYPICAL DAY FOR THE NEW PARTICIPANT  

 

 

9:00am     Centre Opens 

9:30am-11:00am    Pre-Treatment Group * 

12:00pm-1:00pm    Closed for lunch 

2:00pm-4:00pm    Court (Tuesdays & Thursdays) ** 

5:00pm     Centre Closes 

 

 

* Mandatory five days per week 

** My Court Day is:____________________________ 
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STAFF AT THE DRUG COURT TREATMENT AND RESOURCE CENTRE 

 

Director: Nicole Hermansen 

Oversees the program and staff and supervises case management staff.   

Clinical Supervisor:  Geoffrey Argue 

The Clinical Supervisor supervises the treatment staff and oversees the treatment program. 

Case Managers/Probation Officers:  

Your case manager will supervise your Court order(s), report your progress to the Court and will 

provide transportation from custody to recovery houses when required. They are the people 

who are able to check your Court dates, help you find housing and provide other assistance as 

may be required. As you come closer to completing the program, they will also help you find 

work, school, or training. 

My Case Manager is: _____________________________________ 

Counsellor: 

Your counsellor is a trained Addictions Therapist and is the person who you will work with as 

you move through the stages of recovery.  They are the people you talk to about your everyday 

struggles and any traumatic issues during counselling sessions. 

My Counsellor is: _______________________________________ 

 

My Care Team is: _________________ and __________________ (case manager & counsellor) 

 

Nurse: _____________________________________ 

Our nurse is here to help you manage your health issues and can work with your existing health 

care providers, or help you connect with community health supports. 
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Physician: _____________________________________ 

There is a general practitioner at the centre one day per week.  The doctor will assess the 

health needs of all new participants.  The doctor is also available, by appointment only, for 

people who don’t have their own general practitioner. The doctor also prescribes methadone. If 

you would like to start on methadone, discuss this with the nurse who will make an 

appointment for you.  

Psychologist: _____________________________________ 

The role of the psychologist is to assist with the assessment process.  Assistance for ongoing 

mental health issues can be obtained upon request from other resources. 

Employment and Assistance Worker: _____________________________________ 

Once formally admitted into the program, your social assistance files can be moved to the 

DCTRC so you can meet your worker and discuss any concerns or needs. 

Peer Support Coordinator: ______________________________________ 

Provides one to one, group and outreach support.  Assists with clients in their attempts to deal 

with their problematic drug use through empathy and real world experience. 
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COURT 

As a DTCV participant, you will be required to attend Court on a regular basis.  Court is in room 

303 in the Courthouse at 222 Main Street, every Tuesday and Thursday.  Court starts at 2:00 

pm.  There is a sign-in sheet at the front of the room to fill out when you get there.  The first 

people to be seen in court are those on the Compliance lists (see below). After that, 

appearances will follow the order that people signed in. 

Compliance / All Star 

All lists are for the two week period before your Court appearance. 

All Star (A-List) is for people who have attended all groups and supplied clean urine screens.  

These people will be seen first at Court and will be entered into a draw for a gift card.  This 

draw is held at the start of each Court session. 

Compliance (B-List) is for people who have attended all their groups but did not supply a clean 

screen. 

Compliance (C-List) is for people who have supplied a clean screen, but have not attended all of 

their groups, even if it was for a medical appointment. 

 

Rewards and Consequences 

While in the DTCV, feedback on your behaviour is important to your progress.  Court Rewards 

are granted to reinforce positive behaviours.  Court Consequences are imposed by the Judge to 

assist the participant to re-engage in the therapeutic process. You will not get a Consequence 

for drug use, but you will get a consequence for not being honest about drug use.  Rewards and 

Consequences are listed below and the same list is in the waiver you signed. 
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Rewards 

- Compliance / All Star list 

- Having your name called at the start of the court session 

- Gift Card 

- Fewer court appearances 

- Judicial praise and encouragement 

- Courtroom applause 

- Graduation Ceremony 

Consequences 

- Increase the number of my Court appearances 

- Order me to remain in Court until it is finished for the day 

- Order me to sit up front at Court throughout the proceedings 

- Order me to complete a written assignment for the Court 

- Order me to attend the centre daily between 9:00am and 2:00pm 

- Order me to attend other groups as directed 

- Give me a judicial reprimand 

-  Give me one hour of Community Work Service 

- Place me on the Warrant List 

- Revoke my Bail 

- Temporarily suspend me from the program 

- Discharge me from the program 

- Other (e.g. returning/moving as directed to approved residence) 
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GETTING THROUGH THE PROGRAM 

There are 4 phases you have to complete to successfully graduate from the DTCV: (1) 

Assessment /Pre-Treatment Phase; (2) Getting Clean / Relapse Prevention Phase; (3) 

Stabilization Phase, and;  (4) Seniors / Graduation Phase.  The group and the phase you are in 

reflect your progress.  Below is an outline of expectations for you in each phase of the program: 

1. Assessment / Pre-Treatment Phase 

 Complete Assessments: See section called “How To Be Formally Accepted Into The 

Program” for more information 

 Attend Groups: Start in the Pre-Treatment Group (5 groups a week) 

 Leave Urine Screens as requested 

2. Getting Clean / Relapse Prevention Phase 

 Attend Groups: Start in the Recovery Skills Group (3 groups a week) 

 Moving into the Stabilization Group: this requires completing the material in the 

Recovery Skills Group and having 4 consecutive weeks of clean screens at completion. 

 Leave Urine Screens as requested 

3. Stabilization Phase 

 Attend Groups: Start in the Stabilization Group (3 groups a week) 

 Moving into the Seniors Group: this requires completing the material for the 

Stabilization Group and maintaining clean screens, with a minimum of at least 4 

consecutive weeks of clean screens at completion.  

 Leave Urine Screens as requested 

4. Seniors / Graduation Phase 

 Develop a Plan for Graduation with your care team (counsellor and case manager). 

 Start Attending Work / School / Volunteer Placement as outlined in your graduation 

plan. 

 Attend Groups: Seniors Group (2 groups per week).  

 Complete Seniors Group material 

 Leave Urine Screens every week 
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PROGRAM RULES 

While attending the Drug Court Treatment and Resource Centre (DCTRC), I hereby agree that: 

1. I will keep the peace and be of good behaviour. 

2. I will report to the DCTRC at 255 East 12th Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. and obey all the rules 

and participate in all treatment including attendance at detoxification, residential, or 

other treatment programs as directed by the DCTRC staff. 

3. I will reside as directed, provide my current address and not change my residence 

without prior permission of a Drug Court Case Manager. 

4. I will attend the DCTRC for urinalysis as directed by the DCTRC staff. 

5. I will not attend at the DCTRC while under the influence of alcohol. 

6. I will provide urine samples as directed by the DCTRC staff and will report to the DCTRC 

staff member who is taking a urine sample about any drugs that I have used in the last 

week. 

7. I acknowledge that tampering with a urine sample at the DCTRC may lead to me being 

discharged from the DTCV program. 

8. I will sign such releases as are necessary to allow the DCTRC staff to access any 

information it considers necessary related to my treatment. 

9. I will not use any drugs, not prescribed for me, on site at the DCTRC or within one block 

of the DCTRC. 

10. I will not bring any drugs to the DCTRC which are not prescribed for me, and I will not 

have any drugs delivered to the DCTRC. 

11. I acknowledge that engaging in disruptive or aggressive behaviour at the DCTRC, 

including threatening, disrespectful, or derogatory comments or physical violence may 

lead to me being discharged from the DTCV program. 

12. I acknowledge that I am not to possess any weapons or any item intended to be used as 

a weapon.  Any use and/or possession of a weapon could result in discharge from the 

DTCV program. 
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13. If I cannot attend the DCTRC for any reason, I will advise the centre as soon as possible.  

If directed by the DCTRC staff, I will provide a Doctor’s note to confirm absences for 

medical reasons.  I acknowledge that a warrant can be issued for my arrest if I fail to 

advise the DCTRC staff of my absences from the DCTRC. 

14. No pets or bikes are allowed in the centre. 

15. If you are late for group by more than 5 minutes you won’t be allowed entry until after 

the break. 

16.  Any new criminal charges while in the Drug Court program may lead to your discharge 

from the Drug Court Program. 

URINE SCREENS 

Our urine screens test for: Opiates 
    Benzodiazepines 
    Cocaine/ Crack 
    Amphetamines 
    Methadone 

THC (marijuana) 
Fentanyl 

 
Clients are required to leave witnessed urine samples when requested.  This can occur while 
you are at the DCTRC or you may be telephoned and directed to come to the DCTRC to provide 
a sample.  If you do not leave a sample when required, you will be deemed to be positive for 
illegal drugs or substances.  “A Missed Screen = a Positive Screen”.  
 

 1st DILUTED SAMPLE: 

 Prepare essay that provides information on diluted sample 

 Meet with Care Team 

 Address diluted screen sample in court  

 

 2nd DILUTED SAMPLE: 

 Bail will be revoked for 3 days (Tuesday to Thursday)  

 On 2nd occurrence of diluted test result, participant will be directed to attend 

court on the following Tuesday regardless of their regular court day 

 

 3rd DILUTED SAMPLE: 

 Bail will be revoked for 8 days 
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 4th DILUTED SAMPLE: 

 Expulsion from the program 

Tampering with urine screens may lead to your discharge from the DTCV program.  
“Tampering = Discharge”. 
When leaving a urine sample you will be asked to sign a form stating any drugs which may be 

detected in your sample.  Please report anything you have used in the past 7 days including 

prescription drugs.  There is no consequence for having used. However, if you leave a positive 

sample without telling us that you have used, you may be required to attend Court and may 

receive a consequence for not being honest. 

 

We do accept that relapse is a part of recovery; however, the goal of the DTCV is abstinence.  If 
substance misuse interferes with your ability to participate in the DTCV, we will provide the 
necessary extra supports.  This will often include detox and / or residing in a recovery house. 
 
Remember that medications that you have been prescribed must be disclosed to the DCTRC 
staff conducting urine screens and will not affect your screen results. 
 

URINE SCREEN POLICY IN EFFECT JULY 2017 

In order to assist with the reporting requirements and facilitate faster drug screen results we 

are changing the policy regarding the sending of cups to the lab on disputed results. 

Clients who request repeated results sent to the lab where those results come back as positive 

could face sanction.   Clients will be given 2 opportunities for unsuccessful challenges without 

facing sanction.  Should a client repeatedly request that samples be sent to the lab where there 

have already been 2 positive confirmations by the lab the client could face sanctions for a 3rd 

lab positive. 

Clients will not be sanctioned for screens that are deemed negative by the lab, nor will those 

attempts be counted against the client. 
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HOW TO BE FORMALLY ADMITTED 

Within 30 days of starting the DTCV, you will need to complete assessments.  The assessments 

involve attending scheduled appointments with your counsellor, your case manager, the nurse, 

the physician, and the DCTRC’s psychologist.  The purpose of the assessments is to help you and 

the DCTRC’s staff, decide whether the DTCV is right for you.  If it is, you will attend Court to be 

formally admitted into the program.  If not, you will return to the regular Court system. 

 

Assessments (check boxes when completed)  Counselling Assessment 

Case Manager Assessment 

Nurse Assessment 

Physician Assessment 

Psychological Assessment 

Psychiatric Assessment (if 

recommended) 

Case Conference 
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SERVICES AVAILABLE AT THE DCTRC 

 
 
Bus Tickets – You will be provided with bus tickets for transportation to and from the centre for 
group attendance and to attend Court. 
 
 
Employment and Assistance Worker 
 
Once you have been formally admitted to the program, your social assistance file will be 
transferred to the DCTRC. 
 
Support can be provided to access: 
 

 Persons With Persistent Multiple Barriers (PPMB) and Persons With Disability (PWD) 

Applications 

 Copies of ID from your file 

 Replacement ID 

 Help opening a bank account and/or setting up direct deposit 

 Information about medical and dental coverage 

 Program and Training referrals 

 Leisure Access passes 

 Diet allowances 
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GRADUATION CRITERIA 

In order to graduate, you will need to: 

 Complete all treatment phases 

 Establish connections in the community to support your ongoing recovery 

 Have approved and stable housing 

 Have a minimum of 3 months of weekly consecutive negative  screens immediately 

prior to graduation 

 Have a minimum of 6 months without a new charge immediately prior to graduation 

 Have a minimum of 2 months working and/or attending school OR  if you are unable 

to work or attend school and are on disability: 2 months of regular volunteer work at 

4 hours per week* 

 
* It is strongly recommended that you start this process as soon as you move into the Seniors 
Group 
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PHONE NUMBERS 
 

DTCV 
255 East 12th Avenue, Vancouver 
604-775-0144 (phone)  
604-775-0126 (fax) 
 
Debra Carpentier (Duty Counsel)  
604-730-2840 (Office) 
 
Access Central (detox)  
1-866-658-1221 
 
Crisis Intervention and Suicide Prevention Centre of BC  
604-872-3311 
 
Positive Living BC 
Empowering Persons Living with HIV/AIDS 
604-525-8646 
 
Alouette 
 Correctional Centre for Women  
24800 Alouette Road, Maple Ridge  
604-476-2660 
 
Fraser Regional Correctional Centre  
13777 256th Street, Maple Ridge  
604-462-9313 
 
North Fraser Pretrial Centre  
1451 Kingsway Avenue, Port Coquitlam  
604-468-3500 
 
Surrey Pretrial Services Centre  
14323 57th Avenue, Surrey  
604-599-4110 
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DRUG COURT TREATMENT AND CENTRE: 255 East 12th Avenue (between Main and Kingsway) 604-775-0144 
IF TRAVELLING BY SKYTRAIN: 

 get off at Main Street Science World station 

 take a southbound bus to East 12th Avenue and turn right from Kingsway or left from Main. 

 we are in the same building as the Recovery Club beside the Salvation Army.
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MY MONTHLY CALENDAR 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

       

       

       

       

       

 

 


